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The Consequences of neoliberalism for sport in the Islamic
Republic of Iran
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Ahmad Fallahi*
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Although the declarative approach about separating sports from ideology is
expressed and promoted by many related organizations, but the analysis of
the experiences of countries indicates the connection between them. In this
article, the consequences of the presence of neoliberalism in the field of
sports in Islamic Republic of Iran are expressed using the method of
thematic analysis. The results indicate that in the past two decades, Iran's
development policies have more or less followed the neoliberalism, and this
has affected Iran's sports and had important consequences which are: effort
to hosting various sports events at the international level, creating different
professional leagues in sports as a result of commercial approach to sports,
spending huge expenses on management of sport clubs by government,
developing sport companies active in various fields of commercial sport,
commercializing sport education, products and services, handling sport for
all by the private sector through local and regional sports clubs, and
managing major part of educational sport under the title of non-
governmental schools.
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